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French broom
   (Genista monspessulana)

Fennel (Foeniculum vulgare)

Giant reed (Arundo donax)

Pampasgrass (Cortaderia spp.)

Invasive weeds are non-native plants. These 
weeds displace native vegetation that 

wildlife depends on. They also harbor pests, 
reduce crop yields, and increase soil ero-
sion, fire danger, and flood risks. Californians 
spend $85 million a year on invasive weed 
management. The following highly flammable 
invasive plants should be removed if possible.

INVASIVE WEEDS

AVOID the following non-native invasive weeds that 
have appeared in some firescaping recommendations.

AVOID Periwinkle (Vinca major) This plant 
invades riparian areas and streambanks, 
displacing native vegetation but having poor soil 
retention properties. The resulting erosion and 
sediment damage fi sh habitat.

AVOID English and Algerian ivy (Hedera  spp.)
These plants are dispersed into natural areas by 
birds that eat the berries. They can kill trees, as 
well as damage buildings and other structures.

AVOID Saltcedar (Tamarix spp.)  These trees 
invade riparian areas and use large amounts of 
water while providing little benefi t to wildlife.
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AVOID Scotch and Spanish broom (Cytisus spp.). Also AVOID 
Himalayan blackberry (Rubus armeniacus), but please do not 
remove during Spring, as it is used by birds for nesting.

AVOID

AVOIDAVOID

AVOID

Trees and Power Lines
Planting Tip— Plant the
"Right Tree in the Right Place."
Planting trees under power lines can pose electrical
shock hazards and fire safety risks.

To stay safe, keep the lights on and reduce the risk of
fire, plant:
• Medium and large trees 50 feet to the side of
transmission lines, poles and towers.

• Mediumand large trees30 feet to thesideofdistribution
lines and poles.

For more information visit pge.com/trees or for Cali-
fornia tree selections visitwww.selectree.calpoly.edu.

To request a "Guide to Planting Small Trees Near
Distribution Lines” call 1-800-743-5000, or email
RightTreeRightPlace@pge.com. Specify: Northern
CA, Central CA or Bay Area/Inland.

Distribution
Line

Small TreesLarge and Medium Trees

Transmission
Line

No Trees

30 ft.

50 ft.

Power Line Tree Planting Guidelines

Plant the "Right Tree in the Right Place."
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This brochure was prepared by Tara Athan, 
Coordinator of the Inland Mendocino 

Cooperative Weed Management Area 
(IMCWMA), with funding from the National 
Fish and Wildlife Foundation. Its printing 
was funded by the Pacific Gas and Electric 
Company, in cooperation with the Mendocino 
County Fire Safe Council.

Firescaping zones and plant recommendations 
adapted from Firescaping (2005), by Douglas 

Kent, Wilderness Press, Berkeley.

Sources of invasive plant information and 
removal techniques:

California Invasive Plant Council (cal-ipc.org)
PlantRight (plantright.org)

Inland Mendocino Cooperative Weed 
Management Area (imcwma.org)

The following nurseries provided 
advice for this brochure:

Anderson Valley Nursery, Boonville 895-3853
Mendocino Community College, Ukiah 468-3148

Sanhedrin Nursery, Willits 459-9009
Sparetime Supply, Willits  459-6791


